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De&r Nennie Sue; Im Mey 1691, more than fifty years ago, father end mother hed mje
' from olasses and finals in the Marion Graded Schools se that 1 mmsli
to Columbie and attend the Centennial Bxercisese=cormemoreiing the Founding, ofniedﬁumhﬁ»
‘41 1781, Stayed with cousin Mesl Glenn~-Mrs Femele McCents Glemn, widow of %smve K
gilonn. the som of Arkhur Hargreve Glenn and the great grandson of Arthur Hargrove, one
of the first settlers of Newbmrry, who lived near Pemerie--long before there wes & Pox
Arthur Nargrove Slenn married Margeret Thompsen, the daughter of Blizebeth mtin and
f*“on Wa Thompson; 8o that Pogey @lenn, cousin Nergroved wmother, was thesw l -
g ',';_umbeth ¥artin the only sister of John end Rebert Martine John Martin®s: i,aughter, .
: : “m&rﬂu Ohmatia.n Leitner 8r end beosme the mother of aunt Sue~dlirs Snmnnah l-eitner,
'-»__ov whem yon are nemed in parw | o -

“v gt ey - Pamele. MoBents: @lenn was the thirteonth end youngest Hoea.nts child to b
o g bqrn i.n the houao where you were bera. She hai but reeently meved to col.umbs.a.. Your !:a

':t’er his and unole Jaok'- maRy kindnoasea in wha.t was & gad and terrible ordeal for he
- While st cousin Meal%s st the Gontennia.l, & very old gemtleman, & Mr e
of HWberry oelled to see cousin Mesl. He seened at first e silly sort of an old fella

bat I found him to be one of the most imteresting men 1 ever mets lo wes the first whe
over teld me about the original settlement of five Leitner femilies between Head Orecl

Sesond § Leitner) Greek end Broed River st Parr Shoals. In pertioular he was 8o defind
ia his deseription of "‘!he 014 Leitner Cotton D‘ield which he seid was"sbout three mi]

ebove Peake Station, sbout three miles from Pemarie and theee frem Parr's" thet when I

Robinson and I hunted up thet old Catton Field in 192%--after thirty two year=-I knew

wes looking et it the moment I saw if. Besides we hed & Mr Pincknoy Summers with us wl
hed been borm right there some seventy odd yeers before

When we were there twenty years ego the old house, on the right of the

road just efter you oross the oreek, going up from Peeke, Was just ebout done for--inl

by negroes. The fine old oeks surrounding the house were badly broken end the tops bo

But the old fish-pond ecross the roed end the splendid fielde-The Old Leitner Cotton :

' the first such field in all Americe, was just as Mr Counts hed ieseribod ite I hopo y

will drive out there some time and see if you do not thimk Jeseph Leitner knew good 1
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Over where the Broad River Power Company's dem is now,Michsel Leitner had &

mill=-lunber mill, grist mill and flour mill-~-and the millhouse was used Sundeyeas &

~ meeting houseewbefore there wed ohurch anywhere in Seuth Carolina sbove & line drawn fr
Auguste to the confluence of Broad and Saluda rivers and thence to Charlotte. Miehsel h
merried Merie Beard, sister of Jonas Beard--snother of the original settlerse. At that ¢
there were less than twenty five families of white peocple in all Upper O&rolina—vthat_;i
above the cglﬁmbizdﬁharlotto line &s mentioned. He surrendered with @eorge Washington o
July §, 17564 in the French and Indian War--and as Maj Mieheel Leitner he fought et King
Mountein in the Revolution. His grenddaughter, Berbare,was the second wife of John @eor

_Leitner. Her eldest son, Jecob, married Mary Eve €raddick. They had a little boy nsmed
Daniels Daniel merried Martha P Lover and hed 2 son named Jehn Baniel Lever Leitner who

married Susenneh beitner, your father's mother :
John George Leitnorfa youngeat son wes nsmed Christian. Me wes my grandfathe

end Williem A Tremble Toe J beitner Zn grandfether too, on his mother fﬂ gide. Christien

. Leitmer 8r was & bit older than yeu are when he got merried; in faot, he was ferty eeig

| A third beitner femily named hewenhardt and Sebina--usually called Lewie and

Lavinie neitner, lived betwe n where Joseph Leitner lived and where Michael :‘oitnor liv
They hed only one son, John George,and he wes eighteen yeers olf when they mobed there

' 1748. Ho merried & neighbor 's deughter nemed Katrine 2welcord-- called Ketherine Swyge

She became the mother of seven little girls and died; but when they had only four 1littl
girls, in OGotober 1752,John George Leitner beceme possessed.of the lands on Li’otlegi

Creeke~now known 28 -hittle Riven,in the extreme MW corner of Richlend Gounty, end setil
across the read from where old cousin Henry Leitner used to live. Cousin Henry Leitaer
really Henry Leitner Jr; his father was the third son of J Seorge and Barbere Leitner.

S0 much for the tedious details of the family outline--1like the bones of =
skeleton; newessary, but not perticulsrly interesting. I suppose you are already rether
familier with these fzots. But now for the romentie side of ‘your history which I doubt
you heve ever had & chance te know much about L '

After & long struggle--which seems ridiculous te us now=-the Protestant peo
in France, called Huguenots, got the right to own property, to got merried and have ehi
ren, and o on, under & law oeclled The Ediot of MNanta. But in 1685 the Catholic Chureh

the King of Prance to revoke and anmul the Baiot of Nants. Thet made owning property e
egeinst the law for » ropostanta=-all of which you doubtless have krown for many yearsa

Thousands of the best families im France hed to flee the coﬁntry. In partioular some

Lovers and LePebres, LeBues and LaRoques crossed the Bhine and went up the river Meins

to Hanau in Hease-Parmstedt. It is recorded that they were feirly well educeted peopl

of sterling worth and some of them were very fine artisans. Mapeu at the time wes Pamou
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21l ever the world es & center for engraving on gold, silver and verious precieus metel
It still is. Bub remeber that wes the long befere the day of photoes.
For instence, when Lowenhardt Leitner wzs getting resdy to oome te Ameries he paid
e hundred pounds---and herd money was worth twelve times as much then as it is today--
1o have 2 pieture of his fether's home=-his little boat on the river=-the chureh steepl
ebove showing where his grendfether preached--ell engraved upon the solid gold fece of -
wetche The very worst thing he could have done; every time he looked &t that dial it ms.
him homesicke. You see, he wes an old sentimentel Tommie, even if he was our greet griss
‘gxfanddadiy. Cousin Henry Leitner used to cerry that old weteh around whem I wes & ehil
end he handled it es tenderly as if it had life. Charles inherited it end thought so 1%
of it that he would let the little children play with it. I swepped him cut of it end 8
kenou;h' on gt to buy & new watehe But thet wes nmot the point: elreedy I had a2 dosen wate
You will probebly be the only person in the world to be interested in knowing what I aw
for thet watohe Well, believe it or not, I geve Charles a little Blgin wetch Br 4D P L
took im part peyment for e bill and gave te Aunt Hem. Mother gave Aumt Nan $30 or $80 f
it. I vought it from mother end boxed it to give to you when you gradusted; actually wr
e letter to ‘you When you were greduating but changed my mind simply end solely because
did not went the other childrem to feel that I was making & brifge over their Roses.
Sabine LePebre, the exquisitely handsome young demghter of one of those Freneh
nots at Mansu,merried Count Jezehin von Propst, and lived in Cestle Probstre whish date
back to old Roman times. They hed twe litile girlse But the long erm of the Cethelic Gh
reached out and got those little girls when they beesme seven years old--took them awey
end put them in & Gatholic school--and forced the Gount to pay the billsdis The Gounte
had spirit a8 well es beautys that is where Lowenhardt Leitner came into the picture.
Lowenhardt Loitmer wes & rather smart lewyer) but what was more to the poimt,
the son of an old Beitner who wes in the oabinet of King Prederick William the Pirst~-t
cabinet kmown to histery as the Povacco College, beéwse they all got together evenkngs
end set around and smoked-~-usually on three-legg d stools--tho Bmperor even as the ethe
Leitner® '8 ’ull" and Propst s money got those little girls released. But it wes 2 long-
out affaire. The Count wvon Propst died; the little girls both marrded Ga.tholios--and af
some yeers, Lewenherdt Leitner merried the Gauntesa--despite the fact that she was nine

years older then hées When she was several years elder then you— are now she gave birth 1

e liftle boy, nemed John Goerge beitner--she alweys oslled him derrick=- and I suspect
heve heard of him as "old Geerge,f', since everybody in South Carolinms pretty mich think:
him 28 the progenitor of all the Leitners in the 8tete. Not quite true however, 28 We !
soe. But it is quite true that 8ebine LePebre--afterwards lovingly remembered 2s Lavi

Leitner, was your Great-@reat-Great-Great Granimother. Whenever my father spoke her na
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Father wes very partiel to the name, Lavinia. He had two or three little stories o
which he was very fomd. One wes to the effect thet she wes actually voted the prettiest

end the loveliest woman aboerd ship when they ceme over; by both the men and the women.
I suspect the voie in so far es the .women wore conoerne;.. I've ehecked up, after many y
end considerable searching,I found that the ship on which they ceme=-the f‘j&mel of Lon
in commend of Capt Hugh Percy, hed 86 women above sixteen years of age, and 82 under. N

you know & women forty six yeers old hed to be good looking to get thet votes By the wa
according te the ship‘:a log or register, rather, Lowie was nine years Lavinia's junior .

John Beorge Loitner was but eight years old when they landed in Philadelphia Aug 17,37
Both fether's end cousin Hdenry's stories were a little bit faded and hasy; true in the :
but not guite exacte For instance, I've heard cousin Hemry tell hew that "old George” &
to Amerioca because he got tired of being ~g\q,ve,d for having "married an old goose anrd he
half-plucked”. He sertainly hed not merried meny times before his sighth birthda;y;v.g»_i I
is true, however, that the Countess hed borrowed and expended so much money t.ipon those
graceless girls=-or used the money in some other way, that she lost her interest in the
Castle in 1781 or '32, Reading between the lines you mey find &' very sound resson for
their being willing to brave the hardships of the deep and the wild ceuntry over heres
Gertainly they cames Aud I think I should vote thet she was "topa" teo for she said she
would rather listen to the mocking birds and whipppoor~wills on Broad river and be out
dobt then listen to the nightingales along the Rhine and owe everybodys She shocked her
neighbors by riding astridew~-and like the wind; btat where there was illness or & ecenfin
ment father said she was always there-=and very effisients She could sing and loved te
sing end was everybody's elose friend. The nesrest Doctor wes at Savanneh.

When they oame to America they first settled on Pequea 8resk-~-about 60 miles W
of Philadselphia--near the Adem Leitners and the Michael Leitners. Them, just two hundr
yoars ago=--in March 1743 they removed to South Garoline and settled on Broad River righ
neer where you are nowe Their saored dust lies interred in your immediate vicinzgee. Wis)
would meke & few inquiries about any old graveyards thereaboutse I mey viait you seme o:
deye o j"19.1'11;9' expest to find eny gravesions. There probebly weren't any in these eacrlies'
Besidés s 1 think no public or consecrated burying ground hed been used in thé.t»sootion
before the time of their deathsj though I'd have to look up my data before seying se de
However, I'd like to visit some of the old family buryinggrounds of that neighborhoed i
can find any trace of them=---just to stanmd quietly, hat in hend to do them reverence.

Poquea Creek in Pennsylwvenia, and Connestoga Creek are just zbout like Geder
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they were very probably more important streams; put so were Ceder Greek and Little Rive
There the Leitners punted and fished--their principle occupation at firste-with the Ind
a8 companions and guidese They had very different notions of the Indiens from whet we w
teught to think of them as heving. In fact, the Gonnestoge 1,dians were largely influer
in heving the Leitners relocate in South Caroling. '
Saluteh is the Ipdien word for fcorn@. fhe Saluteh Indian Pields were cornfiie
The Saluda River got its neme from hekbgg better cultiveted lands along it than in any
part of 8 Garolina. On one of the first meps ever made of Garoline there is noted at @
sbout thirty miles from where the Saluda joins Broed ‘River to form the Gen;areeé‘v-jaét
whero Columbie is no --"The Szluteh Indians were defeated here and forced to remove to
nestoge GCreek in the island of Ponnsylvania‘_'. Here is & note 1 mede=-~translated from
letter: "fhese Indians do not steal; they went nothing which does not belong o them. .
they meke the best posaible companions and guides when hunbing or fishing and ti'apping
They talk much abeut their Saluteh fields and the besuty of their rivers and forrests’
Thet was written in @ermen soript and I had a terrible time trying te read it bub 11 wi
pever forget ite=-that and mach more. Thet battle wes ohe of the most ebominebly eruel
things which ever took place in South Carolins. All but about thirty of the young brai
were exterminsted. All the waters of lLake Murray are insufficient to oleanse such wiel
And there is something else I will never forget. When I went to Baltimore I
the first time in 1897, Nrs heitner Kpouse hed beside these old letiers and a peintin
old Aden beitner--which looked very auch like old cousin Henry heitaner-- she hed & nw
of pieces of fine ohine which I thought the most pecutiful chine ware 1 hed ever seen
fact, up to that tiem T iid not know sny such chims existed. But I medo up ny mind th
I were able 1'd possess myself of some &8 near 1ike it as possible. I did --end we he
enjoyed meny & good stesk, chicken and turkey dimner off of these pisses=-on high-dik
cessions. 1 should like to present you with one of these plates &8s & wedding gift in
of your Great-Great-@reat-Great ¢randmotheres Bearing the name of two of the loveliest
mothers any girl ever had, this seems to me quite fitt;in;. This is & repliea; it is:
of the originsls. Bubt jt is the same kind of chins=-the Sesﬁ msde--the seme kind of &
ing and the same kind of gold. The mein difference lies in that hers had an engraved
of Arms of the von Propsts. Byt I dare hope thet you will enjoy serving ceke, cooki
other swestmeats==cold meets or whatever=-to your friends and guests--mest espesiall
your leved and honored spouse end to your own lovely self. I hope too thet this old :
mey serve to tie you in with your owm romentisc pest, in some measure na.kihg the poet

dering of her life of long 8£0 & Vvery real pert ef your own for meny long and heppy

together. ‘ ' :
, Sincerely, fondly and affectionately -4
- v reen =4 2 S



NOTR

Whet I hed in mind to say, but missed it by e mile--was that John Nikleus Martin and

Eaty, who oame from 2Zweibruecken, €ermeny, in 1754 and sbdtled within about 2 mile of wh
you are at Pomaria, hed a son, Jemes Bdmund Mertin--known as“Cept Jim Bddy"--seid to hav

been killed by the last shot fired in the Revolution. He merried Merthe Marshall of Vawe
close relative of the firat Chief Justice, John Marshell, and took his bride, by pack sa

on their honeymoon with Daniel Boone to Kentuoky inm 1768, Oept Jim Ridy and Merthe Mart

left their eldest child in the first grave ever made for & white person in Ky=-as far as
knowne They hed three children who lived to maturity: John Martin, Robert and Blisabeth.

Aunt Sue, your grandmether,vas a& granddaughter of John Mertin

- Mary W Leitner, my mother, was & granddaughter of Robert Martin

Gousin Hargrove A @lenn was & grandson of Blisabeth Martin L
John Martin merried Hester Rapson~- Repsiman=-Turnipseed; and their dau;hter, eston. ne
Christian beitner 8r |

 Robert M¥artin married Mary Holmes, and their daughter, Mary, married Joseph Willingham--
mother's father |

Blisabeth Martin merried ®en Wm Thompson, and their deughter, Margaret ("Peggy!) merried
Arthur Hergrove $lemn, cousin Hargrove @lenn’s father

Aunt Sue, nmy mother end cousin Hargrove were 2ll three grandchildren of iwo brothers and
" their sister == and 80, Greet Srand children of “Cept Jim Bddy" Mertines Sreat reat tra
children of The M&ua Martin of hei‘bruockon-v-ono of the originsl ‘gettlers of
Indian Fields where you are. He used to preach in your father«s field soross Bookman Br:
(think thet is hardly the neme of the creek) over beyond where old men Jaceb Bookman us:
t0 live--where you may have noted & single gravestone. Old meh Trapp bought that old ol

in 1888 and moved it te where Bok Robinson now lives. Gousin Robert Jenninga.ased,,f-o A
in it. The date and name of the church(in pert) was cut by a chisel over the front door

I've seen it end wondered at it, meny & times But nobody could tell me them what 11'. mea,
. But that ve.s the beginning of Bethel, of Horeb and of Orooked Bun. Not very long age I
in cha.rleston mthe weok-ond and sttended old Saint John' n-dwhioh ohurch he gatherer
in 1762--the year after he got tegether Bothesda Morven &8s the old lutheran Church in

dedy¥s cotton field near the ':'Baanm" wes ocalled
Avt den Morven
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